
 

The “Reinventing Reforms” Contest 

For the Live the Dream: Our Declaration of Unity community commemoration of 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 2021 

West Chester and Liberty Townships, Ohio 

As part of our community’s 22nd annual observation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, all students in grades 
K – 12 who reside within the Lakota Local School District boundaries are invited to participate in a 
contest.  Winners will share their entries with the public as part of the community celebration, to be held 
virtually on January 18, 2021.  Additionally, entries may be shared with the community through various 
online venues throughout the duration of January and February.  

Here is this year’s contest prompt:  

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. brought about many needed changes to our country by living out his 
belief of equal worth and value for all people. His desire to see everyone treated with respect and 
dignity, given fair wages, receive equal access everywhere, and not be held back due to the color 
of their skin, was the driving force behind his mission. He accomplished this through strategic 
planning to impact institutions without resorting to violence, but rather by working through other 
methods that applied pressure to change when dialogue to gain mutual understanding of each 
other’s positions failed to bring about those changes. Today we live in a world very different from his; 
the work he started is still not complete and the discrepancies are becoming more and more 
apparent. You are the generation to carry on Rev. King’s work.  Therefore: 
 
“How might you carry out these principles today using your abilities, knowledge and all the 
resources of this era?” 

1. All entries must be the original work of the student and address the prompt specifically. 
2. Entries should be limited to 2 minutes if they are multi-media, performance, or presented orally. 

Written submissions should be able to be read aloud within that time frame (typically no longer 
than one typewritten page). Artwork may include a written explanation of what is depicted, 
although that is not required.  

3. All facts must be accurate. False information will disqualify the entry. Entries that do not address 
or meet the requirements of the contest (see boldface above) will not become winners. Those 
submitted after the deadline will not be judged.  

4. Consideration will be given to clarity of thought presented/ease of interpretation. Creativity and 
personal connection to the topic is encouraged.  

5. Everyone who enters will receive a Certificate of Participation. One winner from each of the 
following categories will receive a prize valued at $20: Elementary, Junior High, High School, 
English as a Second Language, Special Education, and Fine Arts. A grand prize worth $50 will be 
awarded to one overall winner as well.  

6. All submitted entries will be equally considered.  



7. All entries, including essays, multimedia or fine art submissions must be submitted electronically 
via Google at this link: https://bit.ly/2FEgoVA. Deadline for submitting entries is Tuesday, 
December 1, 2020, at 4:00 p.m.  

8. All entries will be judged anonymously although each entry must have a completed and signed 
registration form accompanying it. In the event that several depict very similar ideas, the final 
judgment will be determined by the quality of the submitted work and clarity of thought presented. 
Winners will be notified personally, both by a phone call or email on December 9, 2020, as well 
as in writing. Decision of the judges is final. No further compensation beyond prizes for the 
winners is implied. All entries become the property of the Live the Dream committee, to be used 
or disposed of at their discretion. 

9. If a group or class project is chosen as the winner, the prize money will be awarded to the 
supervising adult, to be distributed appropriately, or divided evenly among group members.  

10. Questions about this contest or the January 18th program may be addressed to Gail Webster at 
513-860-4049. Community service hours are available to high school students for help with 
implementing the community celebration. 

 


